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his feet, and had received such a fall in consequence
that he was incapacitated. Lieutenant-Commander
N. W. Thomas took command in his place. The
Kineo drifted on downstream, while the Mononga-
hela proceeded on her way until a heated crank-pin
stopped her engines, when she had to drift back
downstream under the fire of the batteries. She
sustained a heavy loss in killed and wounded.

I refer to the experiences of the three ships which
had preceded the Mississippi in order to show the
hazardous nature of Farragut's undertaking. His
flag-ship, the Hartford, and her consort, the gun-boat
Albatross., were all of his command which he had
with him the next morning, and it was many weeks
before any of the other ships could join him,

The Mississippi, bringing up the rear, was soon
enveloped in the pall of smoke. We went by the
Monongahela when she was aground without, so far
as I know, either seeing or being seen by her. Both
Captain Smith and myself felt that our destiny
that night was in the hands of the pilot* There
was nothing to do but to fire back at the flashes on
the bluffs and trust to his expert knowledge. It was
a new experience for him, guiding a heavy-draught
ocean-going ship in the midst of battle smoke, with
the shells shrieking in his ears, By the time that
the Mississippi came within range of the batteries
they were making excellent practice. Our mortar
flotilla posted below the bend was adding to the up-